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The US Dairy Forage Research Center

The USDFRC consists of a federally owned Laboratory located on the University of
Wisconsin- Madison campus and a federally owned support research farm located near
Prairie du Sac, Wisconsin that includes a 320 cow research dairy herd. The decision to
locate this federal laboratory and the farm facilities at these locations was predicated on
the fact that Wisconsin is the center of dairy production in the US and is also in close
proximity to forage and dairy research being conducted by public land grant institutions
in the Mid-west which complements the research at the USDFRC.

While the early vision was that the USDFRC would be a regional laboratory, the
program clearly developed a national scope. Approximately 50% of the Center’s
resources are used to support basic or fundamental research, which of course has no
geographical boundaries. Approximately 25% can be considered applicable at all of
North America and to many locations around the world. Less than 25% of the resources
might be considered devoted to regional problems.

From the beginning, the USDFRC was considered a laboratory where
interdisciplinary research facing problems of milk and forage production would be
emphasized . Staffing of the Center in subsequent years has recognized this vision, and
development of research programs has resulted in a highly integrated, interdisciplinary
program.The concept of a Center at the University of Wisconsin and cluster scientist at
several other universities was a crucial feature in mobilizing support for development of
the USDFRC.
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